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A postcard depicts Halloween mischief. Image courtesy of The New York Public Library Digital Collections

Newspapers in the early 20th century reported incidents of
homeowners firing buckshot at pranksters who were only 11 or
12 years old. “Letting the air out of tires isn’t fun
anymore,” wrote the Superintendent of Schools of Rochester,
New York in a newspaper editorial in 1942, as U.S.

participation in World War II was escalating. “It’s sabotage.
Soaping windows isn’t fun this year. Your government needs Teens used to terrorize smaller children on Halloween.
soaps and greases for the war .. Even ringing doorbells has Image courtesy of The New York Public Library
lost its appeal because it may mean disturbing the sleep of a
tired war worker who needs his rest.’”’-Smithsonian Magazine







